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to fame was Ashhurst Gilbert, afterwards Principal of
Brasenose and Bishop of Chichester. But in the second
class were R.D. Hampden, afterwards Bishop of Hereford,
whose nomination to that see caused so much stir, and
Eichard Whately, the famous Archbishop of Dublin.
Both of these achieved also a second class in mathe-
matics. In those early days the examination was con-
ducted almost entirely vim voce, and the fame of a
brilliant examination long resounded through the Uni-
versity. Peel, it is said, achieved this fame, as was
natural for a young man of whom much was already
hoped, and his examination was long talked of.
It has been said that Peel's education and early
associations were not such as to correct the native
limitations of his character and intelligence. He was
born a Tory and bred a Tory in the days when
toryism was represented by Lord Eldon and by all
the repressive and reactionary tendencies engendered
by a long war. Yet he never was a Tory, in this
sense, himself; his intelligence was too open, too ready
at all times to yield to conviction, however unwelcome.
Had he been born a Whig, or had his father been one of
those men who combined commercial enterprise with
popular sympathies, who could see in their own rise
to importance in the State a symptom of momentous
change, political and social, his career would have been
more consistent, more harmonious, less liable to mis-
construction, less injurious to the stability of party
connection. Would it have been more beneficial to the
State? The question is not easy to answer. We are
apt to regard party distinctions and party connections
as more stable, more immutable, than they really are or